
 SAINT PIUS V Cannon Falls 

 SAINT JOSEPH Miesville 

 SAINT MARY New Trier 

 SAINT MATHIAS Hampton 
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THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS            SEPTEMBER 14, 2014 

the 

Embrace the Cross 
There are quite a number of 
solemnities and feasts, other than 
the garden variety Sunday 
celebration, that occur during the 
year.  Some of these preempt the 
normal Sunday celebration, others 

do not. In order for the solemnity to preempt the 
Sunday celebration, it either has to be already a holy 
day of obligation or the Sunday it preempts is in 
Ordinary Time. Mary Mother of God on January 1, for 
example, takes over the Sunday which we would 
celebrate the Holy Family. The Solemnity of Saint 
Joseph on March 19 could not preempt the Sunday 
because of the importance of the season and that 
solemnity gets transferred to another day.  The 
Exaltation of the Cross is normally not a day of 
obligation if occurring during the weekday, but it is 
important enough to observe and preempt the Twenty-
fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time.  This feast has been 
celebrated since the fourth century.  According to 
legends that spread widely, the True Cross was 
discovered in 326 by Saint Helena, the mother of the 
Roman Emperor Constantine the Great, during a 
pilgrimage she made to Jerusalem. The Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre was then built at the site of the 
discovery, by order of Helena and Constantine. The 
church was dedicated nine years later, with a portion 
of the cross placed inside it. Other legends explain that 
in 614, that portion of the cross was carried away from 
the church by the Persians, and remained missing until 
it was recaptured by the Byzantine Emperor Heraclius 
in 628. Initially taken to Constantinople, the cross was 
returned to the church the following year. 
 

The date of the feast marks the dedication of the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre in 335. This was a  
two-day festival: although the actual consecration of 
the church was on September 13, the cross itself was 
brought outside the church on September 14 so that 
the clergy and faithful could pray before the True 
Cross, and all could come forward to venerate it. 
 

We observe the Exaltation of the Cross as a 
reminder that the cross is the way of healing, the way 
of salvation, and the way to eternal life.  Not only are 
we called to embrace the cross of Christ, we are also 
called to embrace our own crosses.ñTB  

Fr. Terryõs Weekly Appointments: 
 

Monday: Day Off 
 

Tuesday:  
8:00 AM: Mass (St. Pius V) 
9:00 AM: Staff Meeting (St. Pius V) 
6:00 PM: Wedding Prep (St. Pius V) 
 

Wednesday: 
5:00 PM: Mass (St. Joseph) 
6:30 PM: Faith Formation (St. Joseph) 
 

Thursday: 
9:00 AM Staff Meeting (St. Joseph) 
11:00 AM Teaching Parish Practicum 
6:00 PM Wedding Rehearsal (St. Joseph) 
 

Friday: 
8:00 AM Mass (St. Pius V) 
5:00 PM Wedding 
 

Saturday: 
5:30 PM Confessions (St. Pius V) 
6:00 PM Mass (St. Pius V) 
 

Sunday: 
10:00 AM: Mass  (St. Pius V) 
11:00 AM Fall Festival (St. Pius V) 
6:00 PM Ordination Class Dinner (St. Pius V) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/True_Cross
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helena_of_Constantinople
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantine_I_(emperor)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrimage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Holy_Sepulchre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Holy_Sepulchre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Emperor_Heraclius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Holy_Sepulchre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consecration
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CHURCH OF ST. PIUS V 
410 Colvill St. W. 

Cannon Falls, MN 55009 
507-263-2578 

Emergency # 651-229-5189 

Parish Office 
Hours:   Monday-Friday 
                9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Office closed for lunch 11:30 am-12:30 pm. 

Fax:  507-263-8005 
E-mail:  stpiusvcf@frontiernet.net 
Website:  www.stpiusvcf.org 
Pastor:  Father Terry Beeson 
Retired: Fr. Leonard Siebenaler 

Masses 
Saturday  4:00 pm 
Sunday  8:30 am 
 

Weekdays Tuesday & Friday  8 am 
 

Confessions  Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm 
Adoration:  Friday ~ 8:30 am - 8 pm 
 

Deacon Kevin Downie 
     kevin.downie@gmail.com 

CHURCH OF 
SAINT  JOSEPH 

23955 Nicolai Ave. E. 
Hastings, MN 55033 

651-437-3526 
Emergency # 
651-229-5189 

Parish Office 
Hours:    Monday-Friday 
                  9:00 am-12:30 pm 
Fax:  651-437-3506 
E-mail: stjosephm@embarqmail.com 
Website: www.stjosephmiesville.com 
Pastor  Father Terry Beeson 
Retired: Fr. Leonard Siebenaler 

Masses 
Saturday   6:00 pm 
Sunday       8:00 am (Latin) 
                    10:30 am 
 

Weekdays  Wednesday  5:00 pm 
                        Thursday  8:30 am 
 

Confessions  Saturday 5:30-5:45 pm 
Adoration:  Thursday ~ 9 am-7 pm 

CHURCH OF 
SAINT  MARY 
8433 239th St. E. 

Hampton, MN 55031 
651-437-5546 
Emergency # 
651-629-0809 

 
 

Parish Office 
Hours:  Mon-Fri     7:45-8:45 am 
Fax:  651-437-3506 
E-mail: stmarysnewtrier@centurylink.net 
Website:  www.stmarysnewtrier.com 
Fr. Stan Mader  frstan@stmathias.com 
 
Rectory Phone:  437-5652 

 

Masses 
Memorial Day WeekendñLabor Day 

Sunday  8:00 am 
After Labor DayñJanuary 1 

Sunday  8:00 am 
January 1ñMemorial Day Weekend 

Saturday  5:00 pm (Confessions at 4 pm) 
 

Weekdays  M & F -7:30 am & 1st Sat 8:30 am 
 

Confessions  Saturday 9:00-9:30 am 
 

Adoration:  Monday   8 am - 4 pm 

CHURCH OF 
SAINT  

MATHIAS  
23315 Northfield Blvd. 
Hampton, MN 55031 

651-437-9030 
Emergency # 
651-629-0809 

Parish Office 
Hours:  Mon-Fri    8:00ñ4:00 pm 
         (Vermillion or Hampton) 
Fax:  651-437-3427 
E-mail: parishoffice@stmathias.com 
Website:  www.stmathias.com 
Fr. Stan Mader  frstan@stmathias.com 
 
Rectory Phone:  437-5652 

Masses 
Memorial Day WeekendñLabor Day 

Sunday  10:00 am 
After Labor DayñJanuary 1 

Saturday  5:00 pm (Confessions at 4 pm) 
January 1ñMemorial Day Weekend 

Sunday  8:00 am 
 

Weekdays  T & F   8:30 am 
 

Confessions Friday 9:00 ð9:30 am 
 

Adoration: Tuesday ~ 9 am - 7 pm 

CHURCH OF 
SAINT JOHN  
THE BAPTIST 
106 W. Main St.  

Vermillion, MN 55085 
651-437-9030 
Emergency # 
651-629-0809 

 

Parish Office 
Hours:  Mon-Fri     8:00-4:00 pm 
         (Vermillion or Hampton) 
Fax:  651-437-3427 
E-mail: parishoffice@stmathias.com 
Website: stjohns-vermillion.com 
Fr. Stan Mader  frstan@stmathias.com 
 

Rectory Phone:  437-5652 
School Phone:  437-2644 

Masses 
Memorial Day WeekendñLabor Day 

Saturday  5:00 pm (Confessions at 4 pm) 
After Labor DayñJanuary 1 

Sunday  10:00 am 
January 1ñMemorial Day Weekend 

Sunday  10:00 am 
 
 
 

Weekdays Tuesday 6:30 pm  &  
   Wednesday 9 am/8 am (non-school days) 
 
 

Confessions  Tuesday 6:00-6:30 pm 

Miesville 

New Trier  

Hampton 

Vermillion  
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RCIA is a the process by which people join the 
Catholic Church.  It stands for Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults.  It is for those who have 
never been baptized, and for those who were 
baptized in a different Christian tradition, but 
now want to learn about the Catholic religion.  
Sometimes there are also people who were 
baptized Catholic but never received much 
training in the faith.  We generally have 5-12 people enter into 
this process in our parishes each year.  This year we will start 
Monday, October 13 at 7:00 pm in the school at New Trier.  
Several people have already expressed interest.  Do you know 
someone who has some interest in this?  Has someone asked 
you about the Catholic Church, been intrigued about 
something in the buildings, asked for information, is planning 
on marrying a Catholic, or already has?  This is a way to learn 
about what Catholics believe and, often, what they donõt.  We 
meet about three Mondays a month.  There are times to 
gracefully exit from the program.  The process is not only 
classroom education, but a way to explore their faith life.  Not 
everyone finds the Catholic way to be for them, at least at this 
time.  But many do, and are enriched by the experience either 
way.  We will also need parish sponsors, so if you have wanted 
to know your faith more deeply, this might be a good 
experience for those already Catholic.  The sessions will focus 
on the needs of the potential convert first, but it is useful for 
anyone.  I (Fr. Stan) will lead most of the classes, but get help 
from a few other people, including our seminarian, Paul 
Strommer.  Interested?  Intrigued?  Curious?  Call me at 651-437
-5652 or email at frstan@stmathias.com.   This is for people of 
all five parishes and beyond.   
 

Rediscover!  Remember the book clubs of a year or two ago?  
Iõd like to revitalize Rediscover in our parishes, and I am 
looking for people to help me with that.  It can be done through 
adult education, exploring new ways of prayer, book clubs, 
òRenew Groupsó and other ways.  A good way to kick it off will 
be by attending  part of the Rediscover Event at the 
Minneapolis Convention Center October 3-4.  It begins Friday 
evening, and then there is a very full day  Saturday.  We plan to 
offer a bus to the Saturday sessions.  Look for more information 
next week.  Last yearõs event sold out before we could fill our 
bus é they are in a larger venue this year.  
 

Have you even considered becoming a Deacon?  A series 
of four Diaconate Inquiry Sessions about the Vocation of 
the Permanent Diaconate will give you the basic 
information needed to discern.  Topics include what a 
deacon is, what he does, how one might begin to respond to 
the Lordõs call to Holy Orders, and what the discernment 
and formation process entails.  
WHO:  Men between 29 and 59 years old; single or married  
               at least 5 years      Wives are encouraged to attend 
WHEN: 6:30 pm ð 9:00 pm, Wednesdays Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22 
WHERE: The Saint Paul Seminary, Brady Education Center  
                    Room 105, St. Paul, MN 

Questions? Contact Deacon Russ Kocemba at  
                        kocemba@msn.com or (952) 933-3660  
 

Registration is required; contact Shellee Leif at 
sjleif@stthomas.edu or (651) 962-6891. Registration deadline 
September 26.  See http://www.archspm.org/departments/
diaconate/  
 
Next weekend we will take up our final collection for the 
Cathedral of Saint Paul.  This church is used by all in the 
Archdiocese, and while it functions as a parish, it needs 
additional help because of what it is and is used for.  Some 
years ago it required emergency exterior restoration that 
cost about $30 million dollars.  With sacrifices on their part, 
and help from many sources, that debt has been reduced to 
$4.7 million dollars.  Please use the special envelopes that 
will be found in the pews next weekend, September 20-21.  
Checks should be made out to your individual parish if you 
are putting it in the collection basket or to the Archdiocese 
of Saint Paul and Minneapolis with òCathedral Second 
Collectionó written on the memo line if you are mailing the 
envelope directly to the Archdiocese.  About 100 years ago 
Archbishop John Ireland relied on every Catholic's support 
to build this great monument of faith and so we need 
everyone's support now to preserve it for future generations.  
 
While this will be the final collection for the Cathedral, 
there will be collections in future years for a group of 
parishes that are under crushing debt.  In all cases, this is 
debt inherited by the current pastors, not generated by 
them.  The goal is to generate some funds to provide some 
sort of matching funds for those parishes as they attempt to 
have capital campaigns to reduce debt ð the most difficult 
sort of campaign to do.  While it might seem to be assisting 
parishes that handled money poorly, that is not always the 
case.  This effort has significant support among most priests, 
because we all know we are one phone call from having such 
a parish.  Often the debt is several times the annual 
collection, making it very difficult to do ministry needed in a 
parish.  Both city and more rural parishes would benefit.  
This effort will start next fall.  
 
I am writing this week from Chicago where I am attending a 
meeting as the regional representative to the National 
Federation of Priest Councils.  This group tries to help 
priests and bishops work together for the well-being of the 
Church.  It has had fruitful discussions.  In case you are 
worried about me driving from parish to parish, there is a 
priest here from Nome, Alaska.  He has four parishes, the 
closest, and only one he can drive to, is 68 miles away.   One 
is on an island, which he tries to visit for a week each year.  
The best route there is when the ice is thick enough to land 
a plane on it.  Another is 183 miles away which he must reach 
by plane.  Another priest is from a diocese where only four 
parishes have only one priest.  It is an interesting church. 

mailto:frstan@stmathias.com
mailto:kocemba@msn.com
mailto:sjleif@stthomas.edu
http://www.archspm.org/departments/diaconate/
http://www.archspm.org/departments/diaconate/


St. Pius V website has a new face!!  
It can still be found at  
www.stpiusvcf.org.    

New Facebook Page for the parish:   
St. Pius V Catholic Church.   

 
Our Fall Festival is just a week 
away.  A few needs yet: 

 ̧ Pick up Raffle Tickets 
 ̧ Sign up sheets on board in front  

      entrance 
 ̧ Need jars filled with candy for  

      the kidõs jar game 
 ̧ If donating pies, please drop off 

      in kitchen Saturday, Sept 20 
 ̧ Pies for country store need your 

      name & address on them  
     (state code) 

 ̧ We are still collecting for silent 
      & live auction & country store. 

 ̧ NEED CHAIR FOR KIDõS  
     GAMES; we do not want to  
     have to eliminate this portion of  
     our Fall Festival 

All are welcome!!  Invite a 
neighbor or friend!!!   
Godõs blessings, 

      Sheryl Bauer 
       Fall Festival Chairperson 
 

Make Note:  Mass on Sunday, 
September 21 will be at 10:00 am 
for our Fall Festival Polka Mass.    
There will not be an 8:30am mass 
that morning. 
 

Donõt forget to turn in 
your  Raffle Tickets by 
September 18.  Please do 
NOT put them in the collection 
plate at the weekend masses of 
September 20 & 21.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One Holy Hour with 
Jesus.     We are in need of 
adorers for Eucharistic 
Adoration on Fridays. 
Please call the parish office if you 
can be put on our regular schedule.  
We have the 11 am to noon, noon to 
1 pm and 5-6 pm hours open so far.    
If you want to be on the sub list for 
the scheduled adorers to call, that 
would be wonderful too!   
 

Fr. Beeson is having a meeting  
for all St. Pius V ushers Thursday, 
September 25 at 7:00 pm. 
 

Hometown Market Saturday, 
September 27, 9 am to 3 pm and 
Flu Shot Clinic (9 am ð 11 am).   
 

Books and information are now 
available in the Gift Shop for the 
"Healing with Love" Retreat for 
November 7& 8 at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Church in Hastings. 
Immaculee Ilibagiza, a Rwandan 
genocide survivor, and Fr. Richard 
McAlear, are together for the first 
time to speak on Hope and 
Healing. Look for the booth at the 
Fall Festival September 21st, where 
tickets will be sold! Tickets are going 
fast- 2000 people are expected! 
 

A two part adult faith formation 
will be offered at St. Pius V during 
2014-2015.  Symbolon is a beautiful 
and systematic presentation of the 
Catholic faith using nationally 
known teachers and a video 
curriculum filmed on location in 
Rome, the Holy Land and 
elsewhere.  Part one is entitled 
òThe Big Picture of the Catholic 
Faithó and Part two is òAnd How 
to Live Itó. Bill Larson is the leader 
for the 20 week presentation 
which begins Monday, Sept 29 at 9 
am in the lower level of St. Pius V.  
The cost is $50.  To learn more, go 
to symbolonIP.com.  For questions 
and registration call Marge Krause 
at 263-3106.   
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ST. PIUS V PARISH 
& COMMUNITY CALENDAR  

Saturday, September 13 
 3:00 pm Confessions 
 4:00 pm  Mass for Kristine K. NavaraÀ 
Sunday, September 14 
 8:30 am Mass for St. Pius V Parish Family 
Monday, September 15 
Tuesday, September 16 
 8:00 am Mass for Eleanor BohnertÀ 
Wednesday, September 17 
Thursday, September 18 
Friday, September 19 
 8:00 am Mass for St. Philomena 
 8:30 amñ8:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration 
Saturday, September 20 
 3:00 pm Confessions 
 4:00 pm  Mass for Robert OõGormanÀ 
Sunday, September 21 
 10:00 am Polka Mass 
  for Harvest Blessings for all 
 11:00 amñ3:00 pm Fall Festival 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

September 7, 2014 
Envelopes &  Plate ......................... .$5,507.70 
Automatic Giving ........................... $1,434.00 
Special Collection .............................. $919.10 
 

Weekly Projection ........................ $5,868.00 
This weekõs difference ................. +$1,073.70 
Projected year to date ................. $58,680.00 
Collected year to date................... $56,717.31 
Under year to date ......................... $1,962.69 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor:  Fr. Terry Beeson 
    507-263-2578  stogie928@hotmail.com 
Business Administrator:    BJ Peters 
    507-263-2578  bjpeters@frontier.com 
Parish Office:  507-263-2578 
Pre-Grade 10 Faith Formation Coordinator:   
Debbie Bauer  507-263-4800 spvff@frontier.com 
Associate for Youth Ministry:  Cindy Meyers 
   507-263-4800    stpiusvyouth@frontier.com 
Music Director:  Sue Franke-Clark 
Building & Maintenance:  Shawn Carpenter 
   507-263-2578  spvmaint@frontier.com 
Prayer Network:  Rosemary Pirrung 
    507-263-5321 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
Saturday, September 20 4:00 pm 
Reader Bernie Melter 
Eucharistic Ministers  Kathleen Mason, 
 Bob & Deb Rahman, Regina Wernimont, 
 Jill Villarreal 
Ushers  Jeff Dockter, Gery Peine, Bob Wernimont 
Servers  Ben Villarreal, Vanessa Peer 
Greeters Morris & Audrey Mattson 
 

Sunday, September 21 10:00 am 
Reader  Barb Ripley 
Eucharistic Ministers Ray LoPresto, 
 John & Phyllis Hommes, Joyce Meyers, 
 Pat & Ron Reinardy 
Ushers  Mike Barrett, John Hommes,  
 Larry Lee 
Servers  Mary Emery, Matt Breuer, 
 Emerson Ulrich 
Greeters Rob & Cheryl Siebenaler Family 

Homebound Ministries ~ September 19 
Judy Peine, John Hommes 
Nursing Home Communion:  Gary Sigmeth 

http://www.stpiusvcf.org


The 8th Annual Super Raffle will 
begin next weekend.  The drawing 
will take place November 2nd after 
the Chicken Dinner. Volunteers are 
needed to help with ticket sales. It 
is an easy, fun and rewarding way 
to get involved. Call Steve Streff at 
651-385-7500 if you are interested 
in selling tickets.  
 

Tickets and books will be sold 
after Mass Sunday, September 14, 
for the "Healing with Love" 
Retreat for November 7 & 8 at  
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in 
Hastings. Immaculee Ilibagiza, a 
Rwandan genocide survivor , and 
Fr. Richard McAlear, are together 
for the first time to speak on Hope 
and Healing. Don't delay, 2000 
people are expected!' 
 
 

 
September 19, 2014 

Christopher McLean & Molly Costello 
 

Music 
Ministry  

Fall Kick-Off Party 
September 21  5:30 pm 
Lionõs Park Miesville 

Contact Heidi @ 651-301-0868 or 
HeMace@Embarqmail.com 

for further information 
If you are able to be a part of St. Joseph's 

Music Ministry this coming year, 
 please join us September 21st! 

 

Miesville Lions Trap Shoot 
Sunday, September 21 
Miesville Lions Park 

(next to Jack Ruhr Field) 
Merchandise Trap Shoot 

11:30 amñ4 pm 
Test your skills, Shoot against your 
friends or the field, Standard trap 
field, Tower shoot.  Entry fees & 
prizes to be announced at the 
shoot.  Hot dogs, etc. and 
refreshments also available. 
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
Saturday, September 20 6:00 pm 
Lector Ed Niebur 
Eucharistic Ministers  Mike Otto, 
 Dan Rohr & Kevin Weber 
Ushers  Gene Stoffel Family 
Servers  Mia & Sam Molitor 
 

Sunday, September 21 8:00 am 
Ushers Rob Bestgen & Steve McNamara 
 

Sunday, September 21 10:30 am 
Lector  Ann Vieths 
Eucharistic Ministers Steve Engstrom, 
 Diane Illa & Maria Roche 
Ushers  Jerry Reinardy Family 
Servers  Claire & Croix Mader 

ST. JOSEPH 
PARISH CALENDAR 

Sunday, September 14 
 8:00 am   Extraordinary Form of the Mass 
 10:30 am Mass for Bernard StoffelÀ 
Monday, September 15 
Tuesday, September 16 
 7:00 pm Baptism Class at St. Pius V 
Wednesday, September 17 
 5:00 pmMass for Dcn. Frank J. SchneiderÀ 
 6:30-7:30 pm 9th Grade Orientation 
Thursday, September 18 
 8:30 am Mass for Fr. Leonard J. JennigesÀ 
 9:00 amñ6:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration  
Friday, September 19 
 5:00 pm Wedding ceremony of 
 Molly Costello & Christopher McLean 
Saturday, September 20 
 5:30 ð5:45 pm Reconciliation 
 6:00 pm  Mass for Mary Ann RotherÀ 
  Raffle Ticket Kick-Off 
Sunday, September 21 
 8:00 am Extraordinary Form of the Mass 
  for the Byss Family 
 10:30 am  Mass for the unborn 
  Teacher Comm. & Donut Sunday 
 5:30 pm Choir Fall Kick-Off party 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor:  Fr. Terry Beeson  ext. 11 
                    stogie928@hotmail.com 
Business Administrator: Patti Brown 
 437-3526, ext. 10      stjosephm@embarqmail.com 
Faith Formation Director:  Cathy Roche 
     ext. 24  caroche@embarqmail.com 
Associate Youth Minister:  Norma Berens 
     ext. 16  noberens@embarqmail.com 
Music Director:   Heidi Mace          
                    hemace@embarqmail.com 
Buildings Maintenance:  Nick Ries 
Custodian:  Mike Otto 
Grounds Maintenance:  Steve Susag 
Cemeterian:  Rebecca Susag 

COLLECTION 
September 7, 2014 

Envelopes & Plate .......................... $3,709.65 
Building Fund ....................................$200.00 
Catholic Relief collection ............. $1,449.25 
 

Weekly Projection ........................ $4,440.00 
This weekõs difference..................... -$730.35 
Projected year to date................ $44,400.00 
Collected year to date .................. $37,796.91 
Under year to date ....................... -$6,603.09 
 

Thank you very much! 

 
 
 
 
 

Faith Formation 
September 

  17ñConfirmation Orientation 
           (9th Grade)  6:30-7:30pm 
  21ñCatechetical Sunday/Donuts  
            Teacher Commissioning at Mass 
               Faith Formation Kick-off 
  24ñClass for Grades 6-8, 10:   
             7:15-8:30 
        9th Grade Interviews 5:45-7:15 
        10th Gr. Orientation 8:15pm 
 

Faith Formation Classes for 
grades Kindergarten-5th grade will 
begin  October 1st.  
 

Faith Formation Registration this 
weekend after the Masses.  All 
families with school age children 
(even those who are home-
schooled or attend Catholic 
schools) must stop by the  
registration table, to fill out a form.  
 

Cemetery Volunteers needed to 
help level and straighten head 
stones Saturday, September 27 at 
8:00 am.  If you can help or have 
questions, contact Mike. 
 
 
 

St. Josephõs Welcomes 
Paul & Stacie (Mundro) Krueger 

 & son Thomas 
Cannon Falls, MN 

mailto:HeMace@Embarqmail.com


 Parish Council elections will be 
next weekend.  Thank you to 
those who have agreed to have 
their names on the ballot.  
 

The annual Rediscover event will 
be held at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center October 3 & 4.  
We are planning on a bus to take 
people from the five-parish area to 
the Saturday portion.   Last yearõs 
event at the Rivercentre sold out.  
Interested?  Please call the office to 
reserve a seat.  
 

The next CCW Meeting will be 
Monday September 15 at 7pm in 
the church hall.  The lunch 
committee is Bev Moes, Renee Moes, 
Meghan Meyers, and Kendra Meyers. 
 

Faith Formation Registration 
Form and Calendar are in the 
back of church in the literature 
rack.  Please return the registration 
as soon as possible. 
 

Childrenõs Liturgy will begin next 
Sunday, September 21.  All children 
pre-school through 2nd grade are 
invited to participate.  We are 
looking for volunteers to teach 
during Sunday Mass and Saturday 
evening Mass starting January 1. 
If interested contact Patti Kopp or 
the parish office. 
 

A local day of service - Saturday 
September 20 9:00 am-4:00 pm:  
Bring a bag lunch. Youth in grades 7-
12 are invited to share in some local 
service work. Friends in our 
community need help with painting, 
yard work, and general clean up. We 
will work in teams with adults - that 
means we need some adult help too! 
(Drivers as well as crew leaders). We 
will begin and end our day at St 
Mathias Church. Students are asked 
to come and be present at that 
evening's Mass to finish the day. 
Registrations can be given to Fr Stan 
or Brandy n later than Wednesday 
September 17. 

St. Maryõs 2014 Annual 
Church Cleaning 

All families under the age 
of 65, our annual church 
cleaning is scheduled for 
September 22, 23, and 24 starting 
at 6:00 pm each night. 
 

Monday, September 22, C thru K, 
bring pail and rags  
Tuesday, September 23  L thru N, 
bring pail and rags  
Wednesday, September 24 O 
thru B, rubber gloves optional 
 

Shirley Kimmes will vacuum 
between the pews ahead of time. 
If you not able to help on your 
scheduled night you should find a 
substitute or come one of the other 
evenings. 
 

We would like to also clean the 
church basement so all the dust 
from construction doesn't get 
brought back upstairs after we 
clean. Because we are cleaning 
both, we could really use ALL 
families men and women to 
accomplish this  work. If one or 
two families could bring a shop 
vac, we could vacuum all the dust 
off the basement floor. (Monday 
Night is the biggest night since we 
cannot do the other two nights 
until Monday's work is complete.) 
 

Anyone not able to help because of 
sickness or injury is asked to pay 
$20 to St. Mary's CCW, marked 
annual church cleaning and put it 
in the collection. Thanks 
 

Wanted teachers for this years 
Faith formation program.  
Teachers for grades 1, 6 and  8 are 
needed for the Hampton-New 
Trier program.  Please contact  
Sr. Tresa if interested at 438-8680. 
 
 

Thank you to Happy Harryõs 
Furniture in Farmington for the  
$218.60 donation.  Thank you to all 
that purchased from them. 
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ST. MARY 
PARISH CALENDAR 

Sunday, September 14 
 8:00 am  Mass for Lloyd Peine Family 
Monday, September 15 
 7:30 am Mass for Wm King, Jr.À 
 8:00 am-4:00 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 
 7:00 pm CCW Meeting 
Tuesday, September 16 
Wednesday, September 17 
Thursday, September 18 
Friday, September 19 
 7:30 am Mass for Helen GergenÀ 
Saturday, September 20 
 9:00 amñ9:30 am Reconciliation 
Sunday, September 21 
 8:00 am Mass for Sylvester & Betty GergenÀ 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
Sunday, September14 8:00 am 
Lector As Assigned 
Eucharistic Ministers Lenore Peine, 
 Josephine Stertz , Ray & Elaine Gergen 
Ushers Herb Nivela, Pat OõDonnell, Dan Peine 
Servers Nick & Sarah McGrath, 
 Theresa Hofmeister 
Greeters Fred & Mary Ellen Angell 
Rosary Leader Otto Rehder 
 

Sunday, September 21 8:00 am 
Lector As Assigned 
Eucharistic Ministers John Carpenter, 
 Larry Hofmeister, Laurie Otte, Pat Ramel 
UshersAl Reinardy, Nick & Terry McGrath 
Servers Kraig, Sam Claudia Schaffer 

PARISH STAFF 
Parish Office:   651-437-5546 
   Email:  stmarysnewtrier@centurylink.net 
Business Administrator:  Patti Brown 
Music Director:  Alan Reinardy 
Cemeterian:  Michelle Kimmes 

COLLECTION 
September 14 .................................. $2,860.00 
Improvement Fund ...........................$200.00 
Catholic Relief collection ................. $315.50 
 
Weekly budget ............................... $2,575.00 
This weekõs difference....................+$285.00 
Budgeted year to date................. $25,750.00 
Collected year to date ................ $23,004.87 
Over year to date ........................... -$2,745.13 

Thank you very much! 



 Parish Council elections will be 
next weekend.  
 

St. Mathias will host an evening 
program about mental illness 
presented by NAMI (National 
Alliance for Mental Illness) Monday, 
October 27 at 7 pm.  Mental illness 
affects many individuals and more 
families.  Please consider attending.  
 

The annual Rediscover event will 
be held at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center October 3 & 4.  
We are planning on a bus to take 
people from the five-parish area to 
the Saturday portion.   Last yearõs 
event at the Rivercentre sold out.  
Interested?  Please call the office to 
reserve a seat.  
 

Children's Liturgy will continue 
with the new Mass time in September. 
 

Programmer & graphic persons 
needed:  The Cemetery committee 
needs a programmer who can 
occasionally tweak PHP code and 
MySQL. A graphic person is also 
needed to update cemetery plans 
using a provided Freehand 
application. Contact Al Gutierrez 
if interested:651-319-0069 
al@jonathanpress.com 
 
 

A local day of service - Saturday 
September 20 9:00 am-4:00 pm:  
Bring a bag lunch. 
Youth in grades 7-12 are invited to 
share in some local service work. 
Friends in our community need 
help with painting, yard work, and 
general clean up. We will work in 
teams with adults - that means we 
need some adult help too! (Drivers 
as well as crew leaders). We will 
begin and end our day at  
St Mathias Church. Students are 
asked to come and be present at 
that evening's Mass to finish the day. 
Registrations can be given to 
Father Stan or Brandy Wentzler no 
later than Wednesday Sept 17. 

Faith Formation Registration 
Form and Calendar are in the 
back of church in the literature 
rack.  Please return the registration 
as soon as possible. 
 

Wanted teachers for this years 
Faith formation program.  
Teachers for grades 1, 6 and  8 are 
needed for the Hampton-New 
Trier program.  Please contact Sr. 
Tresa if interested at 651-438-8680. 
 
FEATURED ADVERTISER 
Caturia-Smidt Funeral Home 
Caturia Smidt Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services is family 
owned serving the area since 1942. 
They believe in the celebration of 
life and will arrange a fitting 
tribute to your loved one. Their 
staff members are all Licensed 
Professionals willing to help with 
all aspects of funeral planning,  
pre-planning and grief support. 
You are invited to contact them 
with any questions at 437-9419. 
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PARISH STAFF 
Parish Office:   651-437-9030 
Business Administrator:  Rhonda Rother 
   parishoffice@stmathias.com 
Rel Ed Director: St. Tresa Margret 
    sjbffd@stjohns-vermillion.com  
Cemeterian:  Rosie Giefer  651-437-9025 
Church Basement:  651-480-0088 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
Saturday, September 20 5:00 pm 
Reader Yvonne Arendt 
Eucharistic Ministers Yvonne Arendt, 
 Brenda Fitterer, Paul Endres,  
 Sharon Mathews 
Ushers Harold Kimmes, Ron Giefer 
Servers Peter Fitterer, Adam Neisen 
Greeters Fitterer Family 
Money Counters Reese & Glenyce  
 Doffing, Rhonda Rother 

COLLECTION 
September 6,  2014 

Envelopes & Plate ......................... $2,215.00 
Weekly Budget ............................... $3,000.00 
Budget Year to Date ................... $30,000.00 
Collected Year to Date ................$20,629.56 
Shortage to date ............................ $9,370.44 
 

Thank you very much! 

ST. MATHIAS 
PARISH CALENDAR 

Sunday, September 14 
Monday, September 15 
Tuesday, September 16 
 8:30 am  Mass for À  Dona Brown 
 9:00 am-7:00 pm   Eucharistic Adoration 
 7:30 pm Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday, September 17 
Thursday, September 18 
Friday, September 19 
  8:30 a.m. Mass for À  Rev. Leonard Jenniges 
 9:00 a.m.  Reconciliation 
Saturday, September 20 
 4:00 pm Reconciliation 
 5:00 pm   Mass for À Larry Doffing 

 Catechist Commissioning during Mass 
 Parish Council Elections 

Sunday, September 21 
 
Please return your Faith Formation 

Forms as soon as possible.  



 The annual Rediscover event will 
be held at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center October 3 & 4.  
We are planning on a bus to take 
people from the five-parish area to 
the Saturday portion.   Last yearõs 
event at the Rivercentre sold out.  
Interested?  Please call the office to 
reserve a seat.  
 

Parish Council elections will be 
next weekend.  Thank you to those 
who have agreed to have their 
names on the ballot.  
 

The next meeting for the 
Centennial Committee (you are 
very welcome to attend!) will be 
Wednesday, September 17 at 4:35 
in the church.  
 

A Centennial Minute:  Several of 
the paintings seen in the church in 
the sanctuary were painted in 1910, 
before the building of the church 
was proposed.  The canvases were 
cut to fit inside the plaster 
moldings on the walls, and pasted 
in place.  These include the seven 
sacraments which are portrayed in 
the arch.  Other paintings include 
three scenes from the life (and 
death) of John the Baptist.  Other 
paintings are of the Annunciation 
and the Assumption, and several 
pictures of angels.   
 

Please sign up to be greeters 
before Mass or to bring up gifts at 
offertory time.  Greeting: stand 
outside the door 15 minutes before 
Mass, and open the door for people 
entering, welcoming and greeting 
them.  If you donõt know them, 
introduce yourself.   Gifts: if you 
are signed up for that week, simply 
go to the back of the church during 
the collection to get the bread, 
wine and water.  Wait for the 
collection to be completed and 
consolidated into a basket, and 
bring them all forward.   
                        Thank you!    
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PreK-Grade 6 
Molly Whinnery,  

Principal 
 

Home & School Meeting for  
parents of St. John school children 
Tuesday, September 16 at 7:10 pm 
in the school.   

We Gather Together:  Fourth 
graders from Sr. Navya's class at  
St. John the Baptist Catholic 
School-Vermillion lead the liturgy 
at the pre-k through 6th grade 
school's weekly all-school mass, 
the first of the new school year. 
The class of 21 students was  
responsible for the procession,  
Bible readings, prayer petitions, 
and the offertory.  Special gifts 
brought forward during the  
offertory included a globe to  
represent the students' global  
responsibilities, a votive candle to 
represent the light of Christ in 
their lives, and a textbook to  
symbolize their quest for knowledge. 
 

NEEDED teachers for this years 
Faith formation program.  Teachers 
are needed for the Vermillion  
program.  Please contact Sr. Tresa if 
interested at 651-438-8680. 
 
Church Cleaning:  Families with 
last names beginning with Q-R 
help clean the church during the 
month of September.  Come any 
time that suits your family.  See list 
in janitorial closet for areas to 
clean. 

PARISH STAFF 
School Principal:  Molly Whinnery           
 651-437-2644 
        sjbprincipal@stjohns-vermillion.com 
Parish Office:  651-437-9030 
        parishoffice@stmathias.com 
Business Administrator:  Rhonda Rother 
Rel Ed Director: Sr. Tresa Margret 
         sjbffd@stjohns-vermillion.com  
Music Director:  Patty Aslesen 
       paaslesen2@gmail.com 
Cemeterian:  Greg Ries & Rhonda Rother 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
PARISH CALENDAR 

Sunday, September 14 
 10:00 am Mass for À Francis &  
  Mary Jane Poepl 
Monday, September 15 
Tuesday, September 16 
      6:00 pm Reconciliation 
 6:30 pm Mass for À Fritz Frandrup  
 7:10 pm Home & School Meeting  
Wednesday, September 17 
  9:00 am Mass for À Richard Angus  
 Thursday, September 18 
Friday, September 19 
Saturday, September 20 
Sunday, September 21 
 10:00 am Mass for Special Intention 

Catechist Commissioning during Mass 
   Parish Council Elections 
 

Please return your Faith Formation 
Forms as soon as possible. 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
Sunday, September 21 10:00 am 
Lector Dave Beskau 
Eucharistic Ministers Diane Meyers,  
 Cherie Frandrup, martin Thomas,  
 Kathy Kriha, Renee Vought 
Ushers Kevin, Fred, KB & Eric Bauer 
Servers Andraya Thorkildson, Eva Storkamp, 
 Allison Wentzler  
Rosary Leader Steve Marthaler 
Money Counters Dennis & Cookie 
 Rother, Bob & Linda Myers 

COLLECTION 
September 7, 2014 

Envelopes & Plate .......................... $3,547.00 
Special Collection:  ........................... $530.00 
 

Weekly Budget ............................... $3,700.00 
Budget Year to Date .................... $37,000.00 
Collected Year to Date ................. $33,715.61 
Shortage to date ............................. $3,284.39 

mailto:paaslesen2@gmail.com
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St. John the Baptist 
(continued) 

Festival News:  The festival is fast 
approaching.  We are in need of 
chairperson for Bingo.  If interested, 
please contact Henry Schneider. 
 

Food Volunteers Needed:  St John 
the Baptist Church Vermillion- Fall 
Festival on Sunday September 28th 
is quickly approaching. We are 
anticipating another delicious 
menu. I am requesting volunteers 
to help with serving and preparing 
the food. This is a great way to 
meet others while volunteering. 
Several time slots available. Please 
call Cindy Wellman 651-210-8234, 
to reserve your slot of fun! 
 

Silent Auction Donations:  We are 
looking for NEW or next to NEW 
items for the silent auction.  We 
would also like to make up some 
theme baskets (movie night, girls 
night, man cave night, beauty 
basket, Fall or Christmas décor, 
baking basket) for the silent 
auction, so we are looking for some 
small items, gift certificates etc. for 
baskets.  If you are interested in 
donating please contact Milinda 
Lohmann @ 651-216-7581 or Diane 
Meyers @ 651-437-6736, 
drjmeyers@hotmail.com.  Please 
bring items to the Community 
Room at School on Saturday, 
September 27 from 9:00 - Noon. If 
you would like to drop off items 
sooner or need your item picked up 
please contact Milinda or Diane. 
 

St. John the Baptist Parish 
Festival will be Sunday, 
September 28.  Mass at 10:00, and 
the festival follows.   Food, games, 
raffle, silent auction, bingo, wine 
ring toss, Amazing Race event for 
youth, Cow Bingo, and more.  

Youth Community Corner 
All youth events - please contact  
Brandy Wentzler (507) 429-6434 

brandywent@gmail.com 
Facebook : SJY - St John's Youth 

 

God's House (cleaning) Party! - 
Grades 5-12. 5 pm-7 pm:  This is 
our first service project for the new 
school year. Our Church is 
celebrating a big birthday this year, 
so let's get it looking spiffy! Come 
clean for a couple hours then we 
will order pizza (eat 7-7:30pm). 
 

Kingdom Kids after school 
fellowship - Monday Sept 29th  
Grade 5 & 6 - 3:30 - 4:45pm 
Grade 7 & 8 - 5:00 - 6:00pm 
 

Archdiocesan Youth Day! 
Saturday Oct 25:  For grades 9-12 
at the University of St Thomas, 
12:30-9:00 pm - cost $10.  There will 
be speakers, Mass, music by Sonar, 
service projects, and faith fest 
activities. A bus will be available. 
Get a group of friends together, 
contact Brandy for more details.  
Adult volunteers needed! 
 

A local day of service - Saturday 
September 20 9:00 am-4:00 pm:  
Bring a bag lunch. 
Youth in grades 7-12 are invited to 
share in some local service work. 
Friends in our community need 
help with painting, yard work, and 
general clean up. We will work in 
teams with adults - that means we 
need some adult help too! (Drivers 
as well as crew leaders). We will 
begin and end our day at  
St Mathias Church. Students are 
asked to come and be present at 
that evening's Mass to finish the day. 
Registrations can be given to 
Father Stan or Brandy Wentzler no 
later than Wednesday Sept 17. 
 

St. Pius V in Cannon Falls will 
hold their festival next Sunday, 
September 21.  
 

Special Cathedral Collection:  Our 
beautiful Cathedral of St. Paul 
requires everyoneõs help.  Please 
consider a gift for this collection to 
assist with alleviating the 
remaining 4.7 million dollar debt 
resulting from emergency exterior 
restoration.  Many thanks to those 
who have donated in past years to 
care for our Mother church.  The 
second collection will take place 
the weekend of September 20-21.   
 
Natural Family Planning:  A series 
of Natural Family Planning (NFP) 
classes will begin soon in your 
community or a community near 
you. This Church approved method 
is scientific and marriage building. 
The classes teach couples how to 
achieve or postpone pregnancy, 
while embracing the beauty of 
Godõs gift of sexuality.   Classes 
will start Wednesday, October 22, 
at Regina Medical Center, 
Hastings.  To register visit 
www.tcnfp.org or for more 
information, please call the Twin 
Cities FertilityCare at 651-232-3088. 
 
Pro-Life Presentation ð All are 
welcome!  Minnesota Citizens 
Concerned for Life (MCCL) will 
offer a brief pro-life presentation on 
Tuesday, September 16th at 7pm at 
Holy Trinity Church in Goodhue.  
You will learn how to help 
pregnant women in need, 
Minnesota abortion statistics, how 
pro-life laws are saving lives and 
more.  Discover how you can make 
a difference in protecting innocent 
human life.  Enjoy fellowship and 
refreshments at this free gathering.  
For more information, visit the 
Events ð Fall Tour section at 
www.mccl.org. 

òBlessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.ó (Mt. 5:3) AYD14 
will bring together teens from around the archdiocese for a day of faith formation and fun! 
Kick off the 2014 school year right by celebrating the truth and joy of our Catholic faith. 

mailto:brandywent@gmail.com
http://www.mccl.org


READINGS FOR THE WEEK SEPTEMBER 15, 2014 
 

Monday 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
Tuesday 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Lk 7:11-17 
Wednesday 1 Cor 12:31--13:13/Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday 1 Cor 15:1-11/Lk 7:36-50 
Friday 1 Cor 15:12-20/Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Lk 8:4-15 
Sunday Is 55:6-9/Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a 
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2014 Appalachia Kentucky Mission & Papal Footprints 
Shoe Box Mission 

 

The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW) will again 
sponsor the Christmas Missions to Kentucky.  The Semi will be at the 
Hupf Farm Thursday, October 30 through Wednesday, November 12, 2014.  
Our mission has been going for 35 years and the parishes and their 
surrounding communities are so grateful for the generosity of the 
Minnesota families.   We thank you very much. 
 

Our Papal Footprints (Shoebox) Mission has been very successful too.  
There were over 1000 boxes sent last year and by the sounds from people, 
more will be this year.  Sister Alice from Queensõs parish said they were so 
welcome, each family received their family gifts and the shoeboxes were 
given to each child.  They appreciate everything that is sent to them.  Last 
year they had a colder winter and used many jackets and blankets to the 
families.  Your monetary donations can be sent to the parishes directly.   
God Bless you for all your gifts and prayers. 
 

Thank you to all who have been so faithful for so many years giving to this 
Mission. If you have never participated before, please feel free to start now.  
Your heart will be so joyful knowing that you made someoneõs Christmas a 
little brighter.   As our Pope Francis said The Hope of the Poor.     
 

Olive is looking for people to help pack the semi on some days.  You can 
contact her by email or by phone.  Thank you to all in the 5 parishes for 
your past generosity.  Godõs Blessings to all of you. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
Jennifer Geiger, Martin 
Kummer, Mary Anne 
Hennen-Kummer, Dorothy 
Stoffel, Karen Banaszewski, 

Kristin Fox, June Guldan, Mary Beissel, 
Vi Schlichting, Jim Kruse, Hailey Bauer,  
Arnold Meyer, Jackie Hoey, Dar 
Ohlhauser 
 

If you know someone that would appreciate 
prayers for their health and wellness, please call 
me at the office. -Patti St. Pius ~ Cannon Falls         St. Josephõs ~ Miesville 

St. Maryõs ~ New Trier         St. Mathias ~ Hampton 
St. John the Baptist ~ Vermillion 

 

New Parishioners:  Please contact the parish office to register. 
Sacrament of Marriage:  Arrangements should be made at least six  
                                                months in advance. 
Infant Baptism:  Please contact the parish office near the time of birth or  
                   adoption to arrange for this special event and for pre-baptismal 
                  parental instruction. 
Hospital Patients:  Please contact the parish office when you are admitted  
                                      to a hospital. 

Please submit bulletin announcements to your Parish Secretary by 10:00 am Tuesday. 

 

KNIGHTS  
   CORNERé 
 

The local Knights of  
Columbus will prepare 

the meal for the upcoming St. John 
the Baptist Church centennial 
celebration October 26th.  They 
will ask for a free-will donation.   
KCs also are providing the pork 
from a hog to be given to area  
residents in some need.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 3 & 4, 2014 
Minneapolis Convention Center 
Catholics from across the Archdiocese 
of Saint Paul and Minneapolis are 
invited to come celebrate our faith 
journey to the Horizon of Hope!  
Friday Evening, Oct 3 ð Young  
     Adult Night  6:30 pm ð 11:00 pm 
     (Doors open at 5:30 pm) 
Saturday, Oct 4 - 8:00 am ð 5:15 pm 
     (Doors open at 7:00 am) 
Order your tickets at Rediscover-
faith.org. Last yearõs event sold out, 
so order today! If you have questions,  
email Rediscover@archspm.org or 
call 651-291-4411. 
 

Look for a bus sign-up sheet in 
one of our 5 parishes. 

http://rediscover.archspm.org/rediscover_events/2014-rediscover-catholic-celebration/
http://rediscover.archspm.org/rediscover_events/2014-rediscover-catholic-celebration/
mailto:Rediscover@archspm.org




Parish Council Nominees 
Below are the biographies we have received from candidates for the various  

Parish Councils in our cluster to date.   Elections in all parishes will be next weekend,  
September 20-21.   Please pray for our candidates.  

 
St. John the Baptist 
 
Amie Kaiser  My name is Amie Kaiser.  I am a proud Hastings native.  I have been married 13 years to my  
wonderful husband Tony.  I have two boys, Ben is a 6th grader at the Middle School now and Evan is a 4th grader 
at St. John's School.  I served on the Home and School Association board for two years and have been actively  
involved as a volunteer for 8 years for St. John School.  Tony and i have the privilege to be on the Parish Teaching 
Committee with Seminarian Paul Strommer.  I work in Hastings at Allina Health Clinic.  I am also an  
Independent Distributor for Life Vantage and a Senior Consultant for Thirty One Gifts.  Yes I am busy but am 
committed and would love to be more a part of our St. John's parish community. 
 
Maria Slavik  My husband Mike and I have been members of St. John the Baptist since last fall.  We live in  
Hastings, have been married for 5 years and we are currently in the process of waiting to adopt through Catholic 
Charities.  I work for the Association of Minnesota Counties in St. Paul, where my primary responsibilities are 
event planning and communications.  I have a background in church ministry, specifically youth ministry and  
religious education, having worked full time for 7 years as the youth director at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in 
Hastings, where I coordinated programming for youth in grades 5-12, as well as some young adult (20's & 30's) 
programming.  I earned my Master's Degree in Theology in 2009.  I enjoy spending time reading, writing,  
gardening, cooking and tackling the latest project around our 1920's home.  I am honored to be nominated and I 
believe that I could bring valuable experience , skills and perspective to the parish council. 
 
Brian Braun  I was a student at St. John the Baptist School and was confirmed through St. John the Baptist CCD 
class.  Since then, I have earned a Bachelor of Science in electrical engineering from the Milwaukee School of  
Engineering and am currently an instrumentation engineer at a local oil refiner.  I will bring experience in  
budgeting and project management to the parish council. 
 
Mike Thorkildson  I have been married to my wife, Christine for 14 years.  We have three children, all of which 
have attended or are attending St. John's School.  I was raised Lutheran but converted to Catholicism 2 1/2 years 
ago.  One of the top three decisions I have made in my life.  Religion has always been a part of my life.  Not always 
the strongest part however, until I converted.  I work as a Regional Procurement Manager for Aggregate  
Industries/Holcim Cement, Midwest region.  What is driving me to run for Parish Council is I like to look at  
issues to see how to improve them.  To "shake the snow globe" a little and ask "Why not?"  I think that St. John's 
Parish and School has the potential to grow and have a stronger presence, both internally, and in the community 
as a whole.  If I can help with that little piece, I am more than willing to do so. 
 
Michelle DeGree - I have lived in Vermillion for the past 14 years with an amazing view of the Church out my 
front window. I share this view with my wonderful husband and two incredible daughters.  Gigi (9) and Lexi 
(almost 8) have attended St. John the Baptist school since preschool.  I am currently a stay at home mom, but you 
can always find me serving hot lunch, pizza or causing some crazy fun at the school.  I recently became Catholic 
and couldn't be more happy or blessed with my decision.  We truly have an amazing Parish filled with  
outstanding and very special people. Thank you to those of you who have given me courage and love.  I would be 
honored to serve each of you on the Parish Council.. 
 
 

(See other side) 
 



Parish Council Nominees 
 
 

St. Mary 
 

Larry Hofmeister  Iõm pleased to be considered a nominee to St. Maryõs Parish Council.  My wife Becky and Iõve 
been married for 40 years and have two grown sons, Jason and Brian.  We joined St. Maryõs in 1999 when we 
moved to the area.  I have served here as Eucharistic Minister, Lector and Sacristan.  I spent 21 years with IBM in 
engineering, 1st and 2nd level management and marketing positions, and 17 years now as VP-Operation Manager 
at JIT Powder Coating in Farmington.  We very much enjoy the local area; respect and admire the history and 
community of St. Maryõs Church.  Iõd be honored to serve the parish in this capacity. 
 
Jessica Beissel  A little more than 2 years ago, my life forever changed as I became a member of St. Maryõs Catholic 
Church.  Having been raised Lutheran, I realized I needed to commit further after the birth and baptism of our 
first daughter.  My husband Matt was raised Catholic, a member of St. Maryõs his whole life and we were married 
by Father Stan 4 years ago.  I am excited about the great things that St. Maryõs has to offer and I would welcome 
the opportunity to represent my fellow parishioners on the Parish Council.   I like to get things done. With a 
Bachelorõs degree in Business Management from the University of WI-River Falls and my current business  
position at an Apple Valley Company, I understand the importance of hard work, of working together and never 
compromising on what you believe in. And I believe I can make a difference. 
 
Nick McGrath   I was born on May 19th, 1998 and soon thereafter was baptized by Father Klaers in the back of 
St. Maryõs Church. Ever since then, St. Maryõs has been a very important part of my life. I attended school,  
received my First Communion, attended religion classes, and volunteer my time and services all at St. Maryõs. 
Currently, I am a confirmed member of the Catholic Church as of May 2014, an Usher, Lector, Sacristan, Altar 
Server, and mass attendee at St. Maryõs. I am a Hastings High School Junior and have been employed part time at 
Wiederholtõs Supper Club since June 2013. Being only sixteen years old, some may say that my age, or lack 
thereof, may make me under qualified for a position on the Parish Council but I feel otherwise. I think that my 
youth could bring new life to the parish council and add a vision farther into the future to make sure that the next 
twenty years are not only considered, but also the next fifty, sixty, or seventy years onward.  
 
 

St. Mathias 
 
We have NO candidates for St. Mathias parish.  Nominate someone now!  Nominate yourself!   There are six 
meetings a year, and you help direct the vision of the parish.  Be a part of your parishõs future now!  
 
 










